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21 July. Don't despair, not even over the fact that you
don't despair. Just when everything seems over with, new
forces come marching up, and precisely that means that you
are alive. And if they don’t then everything is over with here,
once and for all.
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PESHAWAR

Great fun us children in the school hall and sudden strangers with
Kalashnikovs
As if we don’t know those toys or don’t dream of wearing it one day
But it was fun seeing instructors shifting attention and we went on passing
messages

among ourselves.
Was it not some kind of a sin that we don’t learn instead

It was us in the class! And how it all turned into events like the morning
newspaper

Or a boring BREAKING NEWS interrupting Cricket

And my teacher was crying to herself yet we left her alone and ran — she said
so through her eyes

But then we saw her being burnt and guilt haunting for the split of a second
And disappeared, there were dead bodies of friends all over and guns with
Hawk eyes all around

And it was fun they can’t hit so many we went on stealing their seconds
amidst crossfire

Although we never knew the school gate could be that far

And we knew they are there and it was fun seeing them defeated with
forefinger on trigger and

Loaded guns on their side

And it was fun seeing papa at the gate and ma hiding behind, crying.
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GO UPTSE & AL

Translated from the original Bengali by Gautam
Dashgupta

NOSTALGIA

Homeless skywalker mindfan on afternoon poppy field

Creates format of French connection

Kochida’s firework zooms high

We are trained to molest cigar and brown sugar to lick sex utthapam
Talkyshow legpiece with bellbottom floating on Fariapukur

As if watery Venice Christeen killer walking down Sodepur memory lane
Brahmananda claw signals Delhi still burns

GO WPTSIE & ASTSIATCAT SR B3

Translated from the original Bengali by Gautam
Dashgupta



SCORCHING NOON

Tiptop restless figure now started dismantling

Nobody hello you skinless skull

Chamba after deforestation bridge nearer and friend befriends

Oh ! Bygone those days

Ah ! that hilly boob or that brown dame from Patna

Our hide and seek between sunrise frill and sunbeam bellbottom

From their perforation pirating music pour

No buck no luck then suck and fuck

Lomraj uncle’s explore store exposes fumbling rectum of Rohtang Pass —
| don’t know why retired Bush never retire with Mesopotamian excursion
Hillary feels drenched watching Obama’s bald

It is as if watching bull in stock market

|.T. leg chewing fellow CTM or PTM unaware Chidambar Parlour
Toothless uncle hugs braless teen to death

Investigating man silent idol

All these scoops they are globalization or spine stamina at this juncture
Drip has no color

Snatching paper whistleblower fumes

One eyed dumb have glam-sexy-mistress throughout the globe

Drip in hand everything vanishes

Restless smile of peace loving Manmohan

Arushi’s death compromising or objectionable everything vanishes
Fading glucose only at that foggy bend of sleep and sleeplessness
Magnolia ice cream vendor sucks eyeful water of a teenage girl with no
antecedents

Under scorching noon

Wo%d we : ol
Translated from the original Bengali by Dipankar Dutta

RETURN

Snakes ordain
dawnful Nayantara’s flooded rascal red sets illuminating
haunted house hasnu you stay beaming always



treasure guarding yakshini crescent-viper’s ancestral muthoots gush forth on
threshold cracks
rapt cloud-brats are awed guardians called in
dropping out hell heaven dual citizenship in spells on iPod oblivion
pulled hamstring during practice session a thousand-door mud island window
roars attam

on popping lonavala rain crease
of sullied mohini
beach volleyball player's doggy style snoozing on narghile tube
Nayantara returns to team crumpled modesty lash green stola —

“I'm looking for what might be called a body language.

One thing | do is stick a vibrator up my cunt and start

writing — writing from the point of orgasm and losing

control of the language and seeing what that's like.”
— Kathy Acker
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The Poetry Project: "Song for
Bernadette"”
never never Adu mbrate

never fm/er
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crevice hording hot snow
ocean bosses suds
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“I also remember being struck by de Sade's will, in
which he asked that his ashes be scattered to the four
corners of the earth in the hope that humankind would
forget both his writings and his name. I'd like to be
able to make that demand; commemorative
ceremonies are not only false but dangerous, as are
all statues of famous men. Long live forgetfulness,
I've always said — the only dignity | see is in
oblivion.” — Luis
Bunuel
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Nilabja Chakrabarti : Sab poRini ekhono... jeTuku poRlaam, sabtheke
bhaalo laaglo Bhaswati Goswami-r lekhaa. Hello Bhaswati di... khub khub
bhaalo hoyechhe kabitaa...
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Bhaswati Goswami : Onek shubhechchha.....Deepankar ebong aamader
shunyakaal er jonye......aamar porte onekta samay laage....tai motamot pore
janabo....... aar Nilabja, buk ta bhore galo re....konodin ato anando pabo, bhabi
ni....chokhe jol ese jachchhe....... prarthona koris kobitar ei anando jogne jano
chirokaaler shorik thakte pari........
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Sprezza Tura : Kath Badam is a stunning depiction of everything that is
metaphysical. Amrita Nilanjana, your work probably makes you an auteur and
rocks our conscience to a degree that would make at least me revisit the
poem over and over again. The way you have subtly woven into your work the
'stream of consciousness' reminds me of Virginia Woolf. | don't have tears in
my eyes; neither a smile at the corner of my mouth. After reading your work, |
could only place a hand on my heart to feel that the heart indeed beats for a
lifetime that we all want to live and leave behind. You have turned the obvious
on its head to flash us an incisive peep into the vignettes of a parallel
existence that most of us thrive in but hardly choose to care for. Simply
amazing! In fact, the more | read the wail of the almond, the greater is the
feeling that this work can be the marquee of all Indo-Anglican anthologies.
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Agni Roy : SIfal 5&<el- 3 Sl S 12039 a5 - - keya bat ...khub
bhalo kaj,..ekta chora chondo toiri hochhe bhetor theke ebong baire ese
chhobol dichhe....aro porte chai apnar lekha.
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Astanirjan Dutta : Dipankar dar kabita gulo porley mone hoi..oi je dipankorda
amar samnei kabita gulo porchheeeeee....sei porar tan tuku amar rakte bes
vese ase..Nilabjyo da pratham kabitar kachhe amio frized...r oi gargol hoye
jachhi....fatafati vaswatidi....arjun asadaharan re. baho ..hasan...
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Gourob Chakraborty : ekta samogrik valolaga... laglo!
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7t Onnoder kobitao bhalo legeche..sanghamitra haldar, barin ghoshal
enader kobitao bhishon bhabe mon kereche.
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Debjani Basu : lyrical ballader mato ekta shatabdiprachin premer galpo
porlam. uh satyi jeno pratna ratner sandhan peye gechhi. Ramiter erakam
onusandhan jari thak. Taniyar eliod or illyod englishe ki banan habe janina
valo legechhe. Taniya ekhane man khule likheche, Taniyake boli o amar lekha
niye ki vabchhe jodi bale........... ar Dipankar..... khabar niye khelte khelte tui
ekdin ekta puro manuser sarir toiri korte parbi jar akriti prithibir saman saman
takhano amra kabita kei khujbo jar jar nijer mato kore.
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Pranab K Chakraborty : Nice a journey. Congratulations. Kaal nirantar
gorchhe / vangchhe. Gara-vangay garachchhe chakaa...avinandan. Aro ak
prastutir pratyashay aro kichhu benche thakar uttap jama hote thak.

iE

Novera Hossain Nelly : Congrats...
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Deb Jyoti Basu : It gives me undiluted pleasure in going through the fine
presentation and the unique efforts made by Sunyakaal and its editorial team.
A vernacular magazine with a fair amount of English translation has added a
new flavor to the arrangement of poetry in this edition. This is the uniqueness
which has, in its own way, assuaged the internal dilemma . However the
linguistic graphics involved in presenting any translation of poetry has to
looked into more seriously in terms of translating the idea more than the
language which has been used in the original text. In other words the libretto
stands denied in the linguistic fervor of literal translation as the idea is
gradually lost into the background. That in my opinion, subject to correction ,
tantamount to the murdering poetry as the universal cadence which is the life
of poetry is obfuscated behind the flurry of words which on the face of it is
thoroughly misused and contextually irrelevant, if not meaningless. In this
regard may | draw the attention of the general reader to some of the
translations in this edition which require a critical analysis of the treatment
given to them in translation. | leave it to the readers to judge and comprehend
the helplessness of a true admirer of poetry when such levels of translation
are allowed to circulate unabated by constructive criticism. | would once again



thank the entire organization of Shunyakaal for making an honest and sincere
attempt to hold the imagination of the readers and for the propagation of
Bengali poetry which is fast fading out in a competitive world.
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Arjun Bandyopadhyay : dhonyobaad Soumen Bose. apni sobbar lekha eto
khNuTiye poRe eto joruri mot janalen. khali, bismito holam apni ekjoner lekha
niyei kichchhu bollen na dekhe. oi je ekdom opore Kafka namer ek bhadrolok
jeTa likhechhen. lekhaTa ami ekhane copy kore dilam barong.

“Don't bend; don't water it down; don't try to make it logical; don't edit your
own soul according to the fashion. Rather, follow your most intense
obsessions mercilessly.”
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Shunyakaal Webzine : St<% Stz | Amazon (ATF NG QBT S 2T (T4 |
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Dilip Fouzdar : Ramit Dey je bishoy niye probandha ti likhechhen seta ekta
prachin abosthay niye jete parchhe - chithi ekta atmajibani hoye othe tar karon
setar content sudhu ghanisthorai jane ar ghanisthora chithir content er



anekkhanii jane. Ota sahityo hoy samoykalta periye asar par jakhan abeg
anektai stimito. Lekhar gune probandhoti daag katchhe. Ajker dine chithi
obsolete. Keu chithi likhle byaparta oupacharik hoye jay - premik-premikader
bhetore adhuna chithi chalachali hoy ki na jana nei, oi abosthata anek din
aage pechhone fele esechhi tabuo Ramiter lekha pore ekbar mone holo chithi
e-mail ba social mediagulir theke anek beshi sthayi, surakkhito ar nirvarshil
medium. Hyan, Ramiter lekhatar ekta content o achhe. Tathya o galper ei
sankalan o kichhu felna noy. Incest o bikhyato manusder jiban niye emon
lekhar mukhomukhi kam i hoyechhi.

2
Manik Saha : The Diary of a Young Girl... /< @32 3af& 2 ©i¥ites e book

ST T T | A7 SPTER G0 92 1 G (=I5 GG (T @ oI fBo1re A,
SIEIERIREI

o
Rangeet Mitra : *[GeT¥ | (I ST YL, WF food (78 73 32 Iffon e

R (R |
ot

Pradip Bhattacheriji : Morbid.
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Rajib Sinha : khubi onyo dharar... bhalo laglo apnader udyog.
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